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SENATE MINUTES
September 24, 1979
1254

1.

Remarks from Vice President and Provost Martin.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
2.

Approved addition of 87:036 "Spaceship Earth" to category 8 of the General
Education program on a one-year temporary basis. Approved allowing the
General Education Committee to add courses, on a temporary one-year basis,
to the General Education Program.

3.

Senate appointees to committees: Forrest Conklin to the Mathematical
Skills Competency Committee and Joyce Gault to the Student Records Hearing
Panel.

4.

Announcement relating to the October 1, 1979 Faculty meeting from
Chairperson of the Faculty, Harrington.

5.

Approved the list of graduating students of July 27 and September 15, 1979.

6.

Consultative session with Registrar Leahy concerning the deadline for
submission of grades.

The University Faculty Senate was called to order at 4:02 p.m. September 24, 1979,
in the Board Room, by 01airperson Tarr.
Present:

J. Alberts, Cawel ti, Geadelmann, Gillette, R. Gish, Hollman, G.A. Hovet,
Metcalfe, Millar, Schurrer, Schwarzenbach, M.B. Smith, Tarr, TePaske,
J.F. Harrington, ex officio

Alternates:

Richter for D. Smith

Absent:

Thomson, Wiederanders

Members of the press were requested to identify themselves. Kevin Knickrehm of
the Northern Iowan and Jeff Moravec of the Cedar Falls Record were in attendance.
1.

Vice President and Provost Martin
that the Governor's Commission on
commission is similar to the very
commission reviews the procedural

rose and addressed the Senate. He stated
Economy and Efficiency was on campus. This
successful commission of 10 years ago. The
components of non-academic areas.

He stated he may send a proposal to the Senate concerning the granting of
emeritus status. He cited current policies which state that the individual
must be age 62 or over. He stated that last year the President granted
emeritus status to a distinguished faculty member who ·retired from active
service before reaching age 62.
Dr. Martin indicated he plans on meeting with the officers of the Faculty
and Faculty Senate to discuss matters of general interest to all parties.
Vice President Martin stated that the enrollment for the fall semester was
10,382. This figure indicates a drop of 73 from the fall enrollment of
1978. He cited changes in suspension policies and the availability of
courses for transfer business majors as possible contributing factors in
this decline.
He stated the academic calendars as approved by the Senate have been presented
to the Board of Regents. As of this date, the Board has not acted on this
matter. Dr. Martin indicated these calendars would appear in future university
publications with the caveat of "subject to Board of Regents approval".
2.

The Senate had before it the following
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correspondence~

September 19, 1979
To:

University Faculty Senate

From:

Grace Ann Hovet,

Rc:

General Education Comm.i t

S~nate

representative
te~

General Education Cormni t tee seeks an interpretation from the
Faculty Senate on a matter that involves the curricular flow of
new courses being brought into the General Education Program. At
its meeting of September 1''• 1979 the General Education Committee
passed a motion that provides for temporary general education
category approval on a one-year basis until such time as the committee can discharge its main task, namely, the production of
satisfactory general and category guidelines for the Progr<Jm. The
cormnittee, then, opened up the possibility that new courses may
be brought into the program on a temporary one-year basis, and
that these courses could either be 1) existing or permanent courses
or 2) experimental or xx:OS9 courses.
TI1 c

TI1c document that detnils the "Functions of the Gcnernl Education
Committee for Course Selection" also addresses two types of courses,
J) those which go through the regular curricular process from department and up through the Senate and 2) those ' which are experimental
(xx:OS9) and do not need Senate approval.
TI1e question:
Which route should the t;.ourses accepted into the program
on a temporary, one-year basis go? Through the Senate or through the
experimental course track?
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Senator Hovet indicated there were two problems facing the General Education
Committee that need immediate resolution.
Senator Hovet stated that the Committee has agreed to adding courses to the
program on one-year temporary basis until the program rationale is finalized.
She cited that courses carrying experimental numbers can be added to the
General Educatjon Program by Committee action while courses carrying permanent
numbers need Senate approval for addition. She stated that 87:036 "Spaceship Earth" was presented to the Committee last Spring when it carried
an experimental number. Since. that date the course has received a permanent
number designation.
G.A. Hovet moved, M.B. Smith seconded that the Senate approve the addition
of 87:036 "Spaceship Earth" to category 8 of the General Education Program
on a one-year temporary basis. Motion passed.
Senator Hovet inquired if all permanent courses must have Senate approval
for addition to the General Education Program or if the courses could follow
the experimental track needing only committee approval.
G.A. Hovet moved, Geadelmann seconded that courses accepted into the
program on a temporary one-year basis go through the curricular procedures
for experimental courses.
TePaske stated he felt this muddles the experimental concept and that from
his experience it could be hard to set the lines of demarcation.
llovet stated that this policy was designed to be used for the limited time
of 18 to 24 months during which the committee can finalize the rationale.
She also indicated this rotion was not intended to close off or adversely
offect the normal creation and use of experimental courses.
M.B. Smith indicated he was in favor of the motion because he did not want
the Senate to become a second Curriculum Committee and that this motion would
not allow that conflict to exist.
Dean Talbott rose and addressed the Senate. He stated the problems arise
with the interpretation of paragraph 2 of the General Education document
which outlines the functions of the Committee to act on courses after the
courses have been approved by the college Curriculum Committee and with
paragraph 5 which states the Committee may approve experimental courses.
He asked that the Senate allow the Committee to act and to review the courses
for one year so that they can then decide to make the course a permanent
addition or drop it from the program.
Senator Metcalfe stated he did not want a grab bag via the experimental
route and stated he would hesjtate to support this motion.
Registrar Leahy suggested the Committee take into consideration the printing
of the Schedule of Classes when reviewing courses. He stated that if the
course did not appear in the schedule little student interest in the course
would be garnered and it would be very difficult of the Record Analysts in
the Registrar's Office to monitor what courses are available for general
education credit.
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DeanTalbott indicated the Committee is well aware of those facts and stated
that is why the course "Spaceship Earth" was presented to the Senate today.
TePaske asked Senator Hovet if the Committee was requesting autonomy for
all additions to the General Education Program.
Senator Hovet stated that courses approved by the Committee on a temporary
basis are similar to the procedures followed for temporary courses but that
they would follow the regular channels for addition to the program.
Question was called.
3.

Motion passed with one dissenting vote.

Chairperson Tarr announced the appointment of Professor Forrest Conklin to
fill a vacancy on the Mathematical Skills Competency Committee.
Chairperson Tarr nominated, Cawelti seconded, Joyce Gault to fill the
vacancy on the Student Records Hearing Panel.
M.B. Smith moved, Schwarzenbach seconded that the Senate cast a unanimous
ballot for the nominee. Motion passed.

4.

Chairperson of the Faculty, Harrington rose and addressed the Senate. She
indicated that faculty members will receive a notice announcing the date,
time and location of the next faculty meeting. She stated the notice points
out the two sections of the Constitution that need revision to accomplish
committee representation for the School of Business (see Senate Minutes #1252).
Chairperson Harrington cited Article 5 of the Constitution which specifies
the maximum number of members on the Senate. She wondered if the request
to raise this number would lead to questions about the composition of the
Senate.
She pointed out that 15% of the faculty (104 members) would have to be present
for a quorum.
M.B. Smith asked Chairperson Harrington what she intended to do in ruling
motions in or out of order which are not germane to Article 5.
Chairperson Harrington responded that the pu~)OSe of the amendment is that
the School of Business gain representation.
Senator Smith asked if Chairperson Harrington would rule out of order anything that doesn't include specifically the School of Business?
Chairperson Harrington indicated her actions depended on the wording of the
motions and how they relate directly to representation for the School of
Business.
Senator M.B. Smith indicated he did not want to see this meeting become a
constitutional convention.

5.

Registrar Leahy presented to the Senate the list of graduates from July 27
and September 15, 1979. (Due to the length of the list the names will not
be listed in these minutes.)
M.B. Smith moved, Hollman seconded the Senate's approval of the University
graduates of July 27 and September 15, 1979. Motion passed.

6.

The Senate had before it the following correspondence:
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U N I V E R S I T Y 0 F N 0 R T H E R N I 0 W A · Cedar Falls, Iowa
Offiet1 of tht1

s-o6r 1

R~~gistnlr

AREA 319 273-2241

TO:

John Tarr

FROM:

Robert Leahy, Registrar

RE:

Date for Receiving Final Grades

DATE:

September 14, 1979

~

The Faculty Senate, in their meeting of May 2, 1977 (Minutes 1208), approved the
current policy for establishing dates for receipt of final grades by the
Faculty. The policy approved is that final grades are due five business days
following the examination. This was an amended motion from the one originally
submitted which was five calendar days.
Since the adoption of this policy, I have become increasingly concerned about the
undue delay in receipt of final grades by the Registrar's Office. This is particularly true in the fall semester when the end of the semester occurs close
to a holiday. This year, because of weekends and holidays, the date for receipt
of final grades will be January 3, 1980. This delay causes an undue hardship on
many of our students who need to have their final grades submitted and posted
and available to them. This is particularly true of those students applying for
a teaching certificate and hoping to obtain a teaching position in mid-year.
I have also become increasingly concerned about the number of faculty who submit
grades late even with the long period of time that faculty have to submit the
grades. I believe that beca~se the due date is so far removed from the end of
the examination period, faculty may forget when grades are due in the Registrar's
Office.
I would appreciate having a consultative session with the Faculty Senate on my
concerns about receiving grades from the Faculty. This would give me the
opportunity to i nfonn the Faculty of some of the prob 1ems that occur when grades
are submitted late and it would also give the Faculty opportunity to express to
me concerns they may have. I would rather have this consultative session than
to submit a proposal directly to the Faculty Senate for their consideration without first having their input.

ch

Metcalfe moved, Cawelti seconded, the Senate move into consultative session.
Motion passed.
M.B. Smith moved, Hollman seconded that the Senate rise from consultative
session. Motion passed.
Registrar Leahy thanked the members of the Senate for their advice.
Schwarzenbach moved, Cawelti seconded, to adjourn.
Senate adjourned at 5:04 p.m.

Motion passed.

The

Respectfully submitted,
Philip L. Patton, Secretary
These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or
protests are filed with the Secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this
date, Friday, October 5, 1979.
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